BATTLE LINES

Parking pleas ‘being ignored’

Disqust over
restrictions
‘stifling town

by Rachael Woods
rwoods@thekmagroup.co.uk
@rachaelwoodskm

dents or businesses in Tenter-
den.

Tow umm:lllur Sue Fergu-
for Ashford Bor-
meil (ABC) to suspend
parking charges for a month to
create a climate for growth

Her comments come in the
wike uf l|h.' Lc)l].lpwd scheme

which
of business permit:
rate of £ per day.
A member of the Tenterden
lrkm" Forum, whicl I1 con-

matters, Clir F org h(m saic
l]mt the IJlL-,ano scheme was

“The parking forum has
going for
it isn't doing any good.

“We are just not getting on
withit.

“There is far too much inter-
vention with parking.

“Ashford [borough council]
is keen to put yellow lines in
but they are not making life
easy for residents, shoppers or
workers,

Smallhythe Road resident
Sue Denton says that parking
restrictions make her life dif-
fic

With a single vellow line and

rking res ons outside
hm home from S8am to &6pm,
Mrs Denton had been parking
in nearby Austens Orchard
until ABC painted double vel-
low lines in the road on Janu-
ary 11, leaving just three places
where residents can park.
The shop manager said:
“When I brought my house 20
vears ago | could park outside
il 1 ddid.
Now [ have nowhere to park
and must cross the High Street
to Westwell Court or further on
Inﬂnuv mead.

“Tworry that if I park in West-
well Court it will soon start to
upset residents there, but 1
can't afford to put my carina
car park all day so I don't have
a choic

The 53-year-old wrote to ABC
with her concerns when the
scheme was proposed enly to
receive a reply the day after
the lines had been e
Austens Orchary
they were necessar
*s to turn in the

itedd in
ng that
to allow

large vel
m(ul

is nowhere to park and my
insurance premiums
up because [ have to park ¢
from home.”

She added: “I think residents
here have been completely
ignored [by ABC] and I'm
quite di ed by what has
happenead,

Clir Ferguson said: “Tenter-
den is a vibrant town but park-
ing restrictions are stifling it.

“Twould like to see a complete
suspension of parking restric-
tions for a month to see what
positive effects it has.”

Clir Sue Ferguson wants parking fees suspended; rubbish lorries struggled to get between

parked cars in Eastwell Barn Mews, where yellow lines have since been painted

While a business parking scheme failed to materlallse at Bridewell Lane car park, workers
in the town are parking, with trepidation, in residential streets

YELLOW WARMLY WELCOMED | ‘WE'RE WORKING ON IT'

In some parts of Tenterden the introduction of

yellow lines has been welcomed by residents who

were fed-up with visitors and pecple working in

the town centre parking outside their homes.
Last summer we reported that residents

plagued by inconsiderate commuter parking

had sald new yellow lines had made a huge

= What do you think would solve
Tenterden's parking problems?
Write to Kentish Express, 34-36
North Street, Ashford TH24

BJR or email kentishexpress®
thekmgroup.co.uk

After years of campaigning, they have
parking restrictions in roads including Eastwell
Barn Mews, Turners Avenue and Haffenden Road.

The Rev Jolyon Vickers, of Eastwell Barn Mews,
sald at the time: “The lines have made a huge
difference to our quality of fife."

An Ashford Council spokesperson said:
“Officers from our parking services team
will ensure that Clir Clokie, chair of the
Tenterden Parking Forum, and Clir Bernard
Heyes, the portfolio holder, are aware of
the views expressed by Clir Sue Ferguson.

“However, these are her personal
opinions and should be addressed through
the Forum, which has been working
productively with the council on various
Tenterden parking projects. The council
will not be commenting outside of the
established, formal process.”

Sympathy as
workers face
risk of anger

Conecern over the problems
ereated by shop and office
workers parking in residential
streets was ressed on the
Tenterden Forum last week
by Billintheden,

He posted: “Over the past
week | have spoken to some
peaple who work in the town.

“During general chat the
subject of parking comes up.
These people like working
here but hate having to
park on the road where,
unfortunately, they get abuse
and conflict.

“They know residents dan’t
like it and scuttle off hoping
that no one will eatch them.

“During the you walk
around the public amd private
car parks they have plenty
of spaces. One worker today
said they are ng fora
permit scheme but it hasn't
materialised.

“ldon't think the council
even know how many cars
an average came to the town
due to people who work here.
Wouldn't that be a start?

“The council appear to be
ignoring the problem and
making it worse with their
obsession with vellow lines,

“I'donot hold the answer
but as a community we may
be able to find a solution

“Car share schemes, park
and ride, driveway rental
—if vou're not using your

drive Sam to 5pm why not let
g

“Removal of grass area
along A28 to provide spaces,

free parking spaces allocated
to businesses.
“These people keep our

town businesses open,”



